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deck, ordered the course to be altered three points, and the
lead to be cast, which being done, they found only four
fathoms, so that if there had been any sea the ship would
have struck. These rocks it seems were not properly laid
down in the charts, at the time we were over them, not
being in sight of land and the Charts making them within
five leagues of Madagascar, whereas we were upwards of
twenty off shore. By standing off an hour we lost sight of
the rocks, and were once more in deep water. Ten days
after this occurrence a strange sail was discovered upon our
beam, standing as we did, which upon nearing us hoisted
English colours. In the afternoon she joined company,
proving to be the Hampshire, Captain Smith, one of the
Fleet that left the Downs with us. The Commanders
agreed to continue together, and put into Johanna for
supplies of water and fresh provisions. In four days we
made the land.

The Island of Johanna in approaching it affords one of
the most luxuriant and picturesque scenes it is possible to
conceive, and doubtless it abounds with natural beauties,
A most elegant and poetical description of it is given by
Sir William Jones, that eminent and learned man who
stopped there on his way to India. It is not considered
healthy, especially at night, and Captain Waddell advised
us by no means to sleep on shore, but to go early
and amuse ourselves during the day, returning on board
before dark, which advice we followed.

Upon coming to an anchor, the ship was immediately sur-
rounded by canoes, crowded with people (who in appearance
much resemble Caffres) bringing with them poultry, eggs, fish,
fruits of various kinds, for sale, of which latter we enjoyed
the pineapples, oranges, guavas and bananas exceedingly.
They spoke a strange jargon, intended as English, frequently
repeating these words, "Johanna man, Englishman, all a
one brother come. Englishman man very good man, drink
ee de punch, fire de gun, beatee de French, very good fun."
Their canoes are formed out of the trunk of a single tree,
long, and very narrow, consequently so unsteady it would